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Office of the School Board
401 McIntire Road

Charlottesville, VA 22902


November 6, 2014

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate

317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator McConnell:

I am writing on behalf of the Albemarle County School Board to urge action on important education legislation in the Senate before the adjournment of the current Congressional session. 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, due for reauthorization in 2007, must be acted on by the Senate. Under “No Child Left Behind”, schools are subject to severe sanctions and a confusing system of waivers. Without the proper reauthorization of ESEA, ad hoc policies and requirements established by the U.S. Department of Education will continue to erode the governance of our nation’s schools. I recognize that the federal government plays an important role in establishing broad education goals for America. While federal funding helps state and local school districts address many of the needs of our students through a broad range of programs, the excessive, burdensome regulations of the Department of Education are harming the education of children. 

S. 1094, the Senate version of ESEA reauthorization which addresses some of these concerns, was passed by the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee in 2013. It has yet to be brought to before the full Senate for a vote, while the House version of ESEA reauthorization received approval in July of 2013. I urge you to call a vote on S. 1094 and allow the two versions of reauthorization to be worked on through a conference committee.  
The 13,000 students of public education in Albemarle County, along with every student in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States, require your immediate attention to the passage of this legislation. 
Sincerely,

Ned Gallaway
Chairman, Albemarle County School Board
CC: The Honorable Mark Warner; The Honorable Timothy Kaine
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